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Readings for the Fifth Sunday  
after the Pasch
Reading of the Gospel 
concerning the Samaritan Woman

Reading fRom the acts of the apostles:

In those days: 11.19Those who had been scattered by 
the persecution that arose because of Stephen went as 
far as Phinikía, Kypros, and Antioch, preaching the 
Word to no one but Jews. 20There were some Kypriots 
and Kyrēnians among them, however, who came to 
Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks as well, 
proclaiming the Lord Jesus. 21The hand of the Lord 
was with them and a great number who believed 
turned to the Lord. 22The news about them reached 
the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
barNávas to go to Antioch. 23When he arrived and 
saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged 
them all to remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of 
heart, 24for he was a good man, filled with the Holy 
Spirit and faith. And a large number of people was 
added to the Lord. 25Then he went to Tarsos to look 
for Saul, 26and when he had found him he brought 
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the 
Church and taught a large number of people, and 
it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called 
Christians.… 29The disciples determined that, accord-
ing to ability, each should send relief to the brethren 
who lived in Judea. 30This they did, sending it to the 
presbyters by the hand of barNávas and Saul. 

Prokimenon, Tone iii
sing praises to our god, sing praises! * sing praises 
to our King, sing praises! [v.6 rsv/oca]

Psalm 46
note: The reader invites everyone to acknowledge the universal kingship of Christ.

People everywhere, clap your 
hands! Cry out to God with shouts 
of joy! 
2
For the Lord Most High is awe-

some, great king over all the 
earth!… 

4
He chose us for his 

own, the pride of Jacob whom he 
loves.… 

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the 
Lord, amid a blast of trumpets. 

6sing praises to our 
God, sing praises! sing praises to our king, sing 
praises!
7
For God is king over all the earth; praise him with 

all your skill. 
8
God is king of the nations; he reigns 

from his holy throne. 
9
You nobles of the peoples, gather round, for the God 

of Abraham is the strong one: God is truly the king 
of earth, exalted above all!
Reader: sing praises to our god, sing praises! Peo-
ple: sing praises to our King, sing praises!

Reading fRom  
peteR’s fiRst catholic epistle

(Remember that this epistle is a baptismal homily turned into a missive.)
Belovèd: 4.1Since Christ suffered in the flesh, arm 
yourselves also with the same attitude (for whoev-
er suffers in the flesh has broken with sin), 2so as not 
to spend what remains of one’s life in the flesh satisfy-
ing human desires, but on doing the will of God. 3For 
the time that has passed is sufficient for doing what the 
Gentiles like to do: living in sensuality, giving way to 
evil desires, drinking to excess, wild parties, carousing, 
and nefarious idolatries. 4They are surprised that you 
do not plunge into the same swamp of profligacy, and 
they vilify you; 5but they will give an account to him 
who stands ready to 
judge the living and 
the dead. 6For this is 
why the gospel was 
preached even to the 
dead that, though 
condemned in the 
flesh in human esti-
mation, they might 
live in the spirit in the 
estimation of God.



Psalm 44 
note: Keeping in mind Hebrews 1.8+ (wherein the Father addresses words of this 
psalm to the Son), this song of praise for a royal bride-groom and his foreign 
bride is understood by the Church in a typical sense, as speaking to Christ, our 
king, and to his bride, the Church.

My heart overflows with a noble theme; let me recite 
my verses for you, O king! My tongue is as nimble 
as the pen of a skillful writer. 
2
You are the most handsome of men, and gracious-

ness flows from your lips; the blessings God has 
given you can never fail.… May glory make your 
conquest complete!…
6
The eternal and everlasting God has enthroned you; 

your scepter is one that rules true; virtue you love as 
much as you hate wickedness. 

7
Rightly has God, your 

God, chosen to anoint you with the oil of gladness.…
9
Royal princesses take their place among your hon-

ored women; at your right stands the queen, dressed 
in a robe of many colors, embroidered in gold. 
10

Listen, daughter, and see! Give ear to my words: 
Forget your people and your father’s house. 

11
The 

king is enthralled with your beauty; honor him, 
then, as your Lord.…

Reading fRom the holy gospel  
accoRding to john:

This is one of the longer gospel readings, the story being told in 
a series of scenes. The story begins with a device familiar from 
the Gospel according to John: The Lord Jesus says something and 
his hearer misunderstands, taking him literally. This enables the 
Evangelist to describe the Lord Jesus and his mission. Jesus is more 
than a prophet, more than a prophet like Moses; and we know that 
when the Lord Jesus speaks of living, flowing water, we know—from 
elsewhere in the Gospel of John—that he is speaking of the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, something not in Moses’s job description. This 
reading is about faith in the Lord Jesus, about the importance 
of faith, and about putting that faith into action: see how the 
Samaritan woman puts this new-found faith of hers into action 
by going into the town, telling of her experience, and bringing the 
townsfolk to Christ. The talk about sowing and reaping means 
the disciples are meant to do the same. And when the Lord Jesus 
talks about bowing down to the Father in spirit and truth, he is 
alluding to himself as the replacement of the Temple in Jerusalem 
[See John 2.21+]. And this is what we do in all our temples and 
in all our Christian living. In Matthew 4.10 the Lord Jesus, citing 
Deuteronomy, says, “You shall bow down [meaning, acknowl-
edging his existence and showing reverence—Ed.] to the Lord 
your God, and him alone shall you serve [meaning attending to 
his word and putting it into action—Ed.]. All this should seem 
familiar from you life in the Church.

At that time: 4.5 Jesus came to a town of Samaria called 
Sychar, near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, tired from his 
journey, sat down there at the well. It was about noon.  
7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. 

alleluia, Tone V
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Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 His disciples had 
gone into the town to buy food. 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan 
woman, for a drink?” (For Jews use nothing in common 
with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If 
you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him and he would 
have given you living water.” 11 (The woman) said to 
him, “Sir, you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is 
deep; where then can you get this living water? 12 Are you 
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this cistern and 
drank from it himself with his children and his flocks?” 
13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty again; 14 but whoever drinks 
the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall 
give will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming 
here to draw water.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go call your 
husband and come back.” 17 The woman answered and 
said to him, “I do not have a husband.” Jesus answered 
her, “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a husband.’ 
18 For you have had five husbands, and the one you have 
now is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 
19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I can see that you are a 
prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; but 
you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the hour is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You people worship what 
you do not understand; we worship what we understand, 
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because salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is com-
ing, and is now here, when true worshipers will worship 
the Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks 
such people to worship him. 24 God is Spirit, and those 
who worship [Greek, literally, bow down—Ed.] him must 
worship in Spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, 
“I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the 
Anointed; when he comes, he will tell us everything.” 26 
Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking with 
you.” 27 At that moment his disciples returned, and were 
amazed that he was talking with a woman, but still no one 
said, “What are you looking for?” or “Why are you talking 
with her?” 28 The woman left her water jar and went into 
the town and said to the people, 29 “Come see a man who 
told me everything I have done. Could he possibly be the 
Messiah?” 30 They went out of the town and came to him. 
31 Meanwhile, the disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 
But he said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do 
not know.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Could 
someone have brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus 
said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who 
sent me and to finish his work. 35 Do you not say, In four 
months the harvest will be here? I tell you, look up and 
see the fields ripe for the harvest. [He is referring to the 
townspeople coming out to see him.—Ed.] 36 The reaper 
is already receiving his payment and gathering crops 
for eternal life, so that the sower and reaper can rejoice 
together. 37 For here the saying is verified that One sows 
and another reaps. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not 
worked for; others have done the work, and you are sharing 
the fruits of their work.” 39 Many of the Samaritans of that 
town began to believe in him because of the word of the 
woman who testified, “He told me everything I have done.” 
40 When the Samaritans came to him, they invited him to 
stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41 Many 
more began to believe in him because of his word, 42 and 
they said to the woman, “We no longer believe because 
of your word; for we have heard for ourselves, and [Here 
is the ringing affirmation of the story:] we know that this 
is truly the saviour of the world.” 

Blessèd be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is im-
perishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you who by the power of God are safeguarded 
through faith, to a salvation that is ready to be re-
vealed in the final time.        —1 Peter 1.3–5

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for and 
conviction of things not seen. Because of it men of 
old won approval. 

By faith we understand that the ages were set in 
motion by the Word of God, so that what is seen came 
into being through the invisible.… Without faith it 
is impossible to please God, for anyone who ap-
proaches God must believe that he exists, and that 
he rewards those who seek him.  —Hebrews11.1–3,6

two scriptural asides on faith

Resurrectional Troparion, Tone IV

From the angel at the tomb, * the holy women learned 
the joyous news. * Throwing off the curse imposed 
on Adam, * they ran in haste to tell Christ’s friends. * 
Their hearts could not contain their joy as they cried 
aloud: * Death is overthrown! * Christ has risen, * 
blessing all the world with his Great Mercy.

Troparion of Wednesday of Mid-Pentecost,

 Tone VIII

Having passed through half the Paschal season, * we 
entreat you, O source of our life: * Let our thirsty 
souls partake of the waters of piety and true devotion, * 
for you invite everyone to come to you and drink, O 
fountain of life. * O Christ, our God, glory to you!

Glory: 

Kondakion, Tone VIII

When that woman of everlasting memory came to 
the well, * she found you, the water of wisdom. * 
Because of her deep faith, you satisfied her thirst 
completely, O Lord, * and you bestowed on her the 
kingdom that lasts forever.

Both now: 

Kondakion of Mid-Pentecost, Tone IV

When half the festal season had passed, O our Maker 
and our Master, * you invited everyone to come to 
you for the waters of deathlessness. * So now we 
show you reverence and cry out to you in faith: * 
Grant us your gracious help, O you who are the 
source of our life.



FILLED WITH GLADNESS
a song for the paschal season

On the Ukrainian hajilka or Paschal Folksong Sohlasno zaspivajmo
English lyrics by Paul N. Harrilchak [Гаврильчак]

for the people of Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Reston, Va. 

1. Filled with gladness let us sing, 
 from our mouths let praises ring.
 Young and old with one accord, as 
 we proclaim the risen Lord!

refrain: Christ is risen from the dead…

2.  Come, good women, from the tomb, 
 share your joy, dispel the gloom. 
 Tell us what the angel said; say, 
 «Christ is risen from the dead.»

refrain
3.  Hurry Peter, faster John! The 
 tomb is empty, Christ is gone. 
 Say, «He’s risen as he said,» say, 
 «Adam lives and Death is dead!»

refrain
4.  «To | God the Lord belongs escape from 
 Death’s dominion, hell’s embrace,» 
 David told us long ago and 
 with clear eyes of faith we know:

refrain

5.  We’ve | never seen the empty tomb and 
 only Thomas touched his wounds, still 
 ev’ry Sunday brings to us the 
 vision of Emmaus:

refrain

THE ÉKTENY or FERVENT PRAYER
 (ancient Penitential litany and Prayer,)

Let us all say with our whole soul,  
and with our whole mind let us say:  

Lord, have mercy. 
O Lord almighty! O God of our fathers!  
We pray you. Hear us and have mercy.

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mercy!
 We pray you. Hear us and have mercy.

Again we pray: 
For devout and Orthodox Christians.
For our Archbishop Tikhon.
For the repose of the soul of God’s servant Burk newly 
fallen asleep, and for the pardon of his sins, whether 
deliberate or from weakness.
For all who have asked for our prayers: we pray for 
mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, visitation, pardon, 
and remission of their sins.
For Orthodox Christians who are made to suffer on 
account of Christ, and we pray for those who persecute 
them.

 

For Orthodox Christians and indeed all men who are 
victims of war and civil strife [and terror], of hunger 
and want, of intolerance and injustice.
For physicians, nurses, care-givers, and all serving 
those infected with the virus; and for the thousands 
who have succumbed to the disease—and for all who 
will die today.

PRAYER OF THE ÉKTENY
lord our God, accept this fervent  prayer from your 
servants, and have mercy on us according to the 
greatness of your mercy. send down your compas-
sionate help upon us and upon all your people here, 
awaiting the rich mercy that comes from you.
 For you are God, merciful and loving to man, and 
we render glory to you—to the Father and to the 
son and to the Holy spirit: now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages. Amen.


