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sixth sUNDAY AFtER thE PAsCh [OF thE CROss]
reading of the gospel concerning the man born blind

Reading fRom the acts of the apostles.

in those days: 16.16as we were going to prayer, we met a slave-girl who 
was possessed by a spirit of divination, who brought large profit to her 
owners by telling fortunes. 17she began to follow paul and us, shouting, 
“these people are servants of the most high god, who proclaim to 
you a way of salvation.” 18she did this for many days. paul became 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “i command you in the name 
of Jesus christ to come out of her.” then it came out at that moment.
 19When her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, 
they seized paul and silas and dragged them to the public square before 
the local authorities. 20they brought them before the magistrates and 
said, “these men are Jews and are disturbing our city, 21and are advo-
cating customs that are not lawful for us Romans to adopt or practice.” 
22the crowd joined in the attack on them, and the magistrates had them 
stripped and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After inflicting 
many blows on them, they threw them into prison and instructed the 
jailer to guard them securely. 24When he received these instructions, 
he put them in the innermost cell and secured their feet in the stocks. 
 25about midnight, while paul and silas were praying and singing 
hymns to god as the prisoners listened, 26there was suddenly such a 
severe earthquake that the foundations of the jail shook; all the doors 
flew open, and the chains of all were pulled loose. 27When the jailer 
woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself, thinking that the prisoners had escaped. 28But 
paul shouted out in a loud voice, “do not harm yourself; we are all 
here.” 29he called for lights and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he 
fell down before paul and silas. 30then he brought them out and said, 
“sirs, what must i do to be saved?” 31and they said, “Believe in the lord 
Jesus and you and your household will be saved.” 32so they spoke the 
Word of the lord to him and to everyone in his house. 33he took them 
in at that hour of the night and bathed their wounds; then he and all 
his family were baptized at once. 34he brought them up into his house 
and set a table for them; and he rejoiced with his entire household that 
he had come to believe in god. 

saturday, June 12
Vespers at 6:00 p.m.

sunday, June 13
divine liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 

We will mark the Ascension on the 
Sunday that follows.



PROkimENON, tone iii
PsAlm 75

note: This psalm is a hymn of triumph in which Jerusalem’s victory is attributed 
primarily to God. He has overwhelmed the enemy and avenged the oppressed; 
to him therefore sacrifices of thanksgiving are due.

in Judah god makes himself known; in israel his 
name is great. 2salem became his den, and sion, his 
lair. 3there he broke the attack of the archers, the 
shields and swords and weapons of war. 
4o what awe you inspired, o god of brilliant light!… 
6at your roar, o god of Jacob, horse and chariot 
collapsed and lay stunned.7how awesome you are! 
Who can stand up to your fury, to your ancient wrath? 
8from heaven you shall thunder the sentence; the 
earth shall shudder with fright and lie still, 9when god 
rises for judgement, to deliver the lowly of the earth.
10they will rejoice and praise you; those who survive 
will be overjoyed; they will feast in your honor. 
11make vows and pay them to the lord our God; 
let all those around him bring gifts to him who sees, 
12who fathoms the minds of princes, who strikes 
terror in the hearts of kings.

Reader: make vows. people: And pay them to the 
lord our God.

READiNG FROm thE FiRst EPistlE OF 
PEtER tO All thE ChURChEs.

Belovèd: 4.7 the end of all things is at hand. there-
fore, be serious and sober for prayers. 8above all, 
let your love for one another be intense, because 
love covers a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to 
one another without complaining. 10as each one has 
received a gift, use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of god’s varied grace. 11Whoever speaks, 
[let it be] with the words of god; whoever serves, 
[let it be] with the strength that god grants, so that 
in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 
christ, to whom belong glory and dominion unto 
ages of ages. amen..
 12Do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occur-
ring among you, as if something strange were hap-
pening to you. 13But rejoice to the extent that you 
share in the sufferings of christ, so that when his 
glory is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly. 
14if you are insulted for the name of christ, blessed 
are you, for the spirit of glory and of god rests upon 
you. 15But let no one among you be made to suffer 
as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a mischief 

maker. 16But whoever is made to suffer as a chris-
tian should not consider it a disgrace, but glorify 
god because you bear this name. 17for it is time for 
the judgment to begin with the household of god; if 
it begins with us, how will it end for those who fail 
to obey the gospel of god?

18 And if the righteous one is barely saved, 
where will the godless and the sinner ap-
pear? 

19as a result, those who suffer in accord with god’s 
will hand their souls over to a faithful creator as 
they do good. 

AllElUiA
PsAlm 118, stAsis iii

note: In praise of God’s law, Psalm 118 is by far the longest in the Psalter The 
Greek Psalter divides it into three stases, while the Hebrew is organized accord-
ing to the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet (eight stichs per letter). It would be 
sung at every Christian’s funeral, but, alas, it is greatly condensed. Sung here 
in church before the Gospel, it is the Messiah/Christ speaking prayerfully to the 
Father and we are allowed to listen in. The Lord Jesus is, after all, the fulfillment 
of the prophets, in particular, of their call to single-minded devotion, in trust 
and hope, to religious duty.

132turn to me and pity me, as you do those who love 
your name. 133steady my steps as you promised; never 
let wrongdoing master me.…
141Worthless and despised as i am, i do not forget your 
precepts. 142Your justice is justice that lasts forever; 
your law is changeless. 
143though distress and anguish grip me, your com-
mandments comfort me. 144Your instruction is forever 
just; give me understanding that i may live. 
150in their treachery, my foes close in on me, while 
from your law they shrink away. 151But you, lord, 
are closer still, you and the truth of your command-
ments.…
153see what trouble i am in! set me free, for i do not 
forget your law. 154take up my cause and defend me! 
Keep your promise and give me new life!…
161Without reason, the powers-that-be hound me, and 
my heart is filled with dread of my pursuers. 162Yet, i 
am thrilled by your promise, like a man who stumbles 
onto treasure.…
166As I wait for you to save me, Lord, I fulfill your 
commandments. 167gladly do i heed your instruction, 
for it means a great deal to me.…
169o lord, let my cry reach you! let your word en-
dow me with perception, as you promised. 170let my 
plea reach you; be true to your word and save me.…
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Reading fRom the holy gospel  
accoRding to john.

at that time: 9.1 as he walked along, Jesus saw a man 
blind from birth. 2 his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “neither this man nor his 
parents sinned; he was born blind so that god’s works 
might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works 
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work. 5 as long as i am in the world, 
i am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 7 saying to 
him, “go, wash in the pool of siloam” (which means 
sent). then he went and washed and came back able 
to see. 8 the neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?” 9 some were saying, “it is 
he.” others were saying, “no, but it is someone like 
him.” he kept saying, “i am the man.” 10 But they 
kept asking him, “then how were your eyes opened?” 
11 he answered, “the man called Jesus made mud, 
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘go to siloam 
and wash.’ then i went and washed and received my 
sight.” 12 they said to him, “Where is he?” he said, 
“i do not know.” 13 they brought to the pharisees the 
man who had formerly been blind. 14 now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 
his eyes. 15 then the pharisees also began to ask 
him how he had received his sight. he said to them, 
“he put mud on my eyes. then i washed, and now 
i see.” 16 some of the pharisees said, “this man is 
not from god, for he does not observe the sabbath.” 
But others said, “how can a man who is a sinner 
perform such signs?” and they were divided. 17 so 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 
about him? it was your eyes he opened.” he said, 
“he is a prophet.” 18 the Jews did not believe that he 
had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19 and asked them, “is this your son, who you 
say was born blind? how then does he now see?” 20 
his parents answered, “We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how 
it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 
his eyes. ask him; he is of age. he will speak for 
himself.” 22 his parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the messiah 
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Christ is risen from the dead, * 

trampling (down) Death by death, * 

and on those in the tombs bestowing 

life.
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troparion, tone V 
Znamenny Chant

would be put out of the synagogue. 23 therefore his 
parents said, “he is of age; ask him.” 24 so for the 
second time they called the man who had been blind, 
and they said to him, “give glory to god! We know 
that this man is a sinner.” 25 he answered, “i do not 
know whether he is a sinner. one thing i do know, 
that though i was blind, now i see.” 26 they said to 
him, “What did he do to you? how did he open your 
eyes?” 27 he answered them, “i have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 
then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, 
but we are disciples of moses. 29 We know that god 
has spoken to moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 30 the man answered, 
“here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We 
know that god does not listen to sinners, but he does 
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
32 never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 if 
this man were not from god, he could do nothing.” 34 
they answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?” and they drove him 
out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and 
when he found him, he said, “do you believe in the 
son of man?” 36 he answered, “and who is he, sir? 
tell me, so that i may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said 
to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.” 38 he said, “lord, i believe.” and 
he bowed down low before him.



thE ÉktENY or FERVENt PRAYER
 (ancient penitential litany and prayer)

let us all say with our whole soul,  
and with our whole mind let us say:  

lord, have mercy. 

o lord almighty! o god of our fathers!  
We pray you. hear us and have mercy.

have mercy on us, o god,  
according to your great mercy!

 We pray you. hear us and have mercy.

again we pray: 

• For devout and Orthodox Christians.

• For our Archbishop tikhon.

• ˜For Ed and Janet and Andrea and Mildred and 
Ritz Bernadette, and for all who have asked for our 
prayers NN…: we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, 
salvation, visitation, pardon, and remission of their 
sins.

• For Orthodox Christians who are made to suffer 
on account of christ, and we pray for those who 
persecute them. 

• For Orthodox Christians and indeed all men who 
are victims of war and civil strife [and terror], of 
hunger and want, of intolerance and injustice.

• For physicians, nurses, care-givers, and all serving 
those infected with the virus; and for the thousands 
who have succumbed to the disease—and for all who 
will die today.

PRAYER OF thE ÉktENY

lord our god, accept this fervent  prayer from your 
servants, and have mercy on us according to the 

greatness of your mercy. send down your compassion-
ate help upon us and upon all your people awaiting 
the rich mercy that comes from you.
 for you are god, merciful and loving to man, and 
we render glory to you—to the father and to the son 
and to the holy spirit: now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages. amen.

tROPARiON, tone V
praise and worship let us give the word of god, * 
coeternal with the father and the spirit. * for us he 
came, incarnate of a virgin, * to die upon the tree 
of shame, * that he might raise those long dead, 
* by rising from the grave in dazzling splendor.

glory: 

kONDAkiON, tone iV

like the man born blind, * we implore you, o lord: 
* With your resplendent light, * dispel the darkness 
from our souls.

Both now:

PAsChAl kONDAkiON, tone Viii
Shortened Kievan Chant
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You went down into a tomb, O 

Immortal, * but destroyed the powʼr 

of hell, * and rose as victor, O Christ 

God, * proclaiming, «Rejoice!» to 

myrrh-bearing women, * and giving, 

«Peace!» to your apostles, * you who 

bring resurrection to the fallen.  


