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Parish
Newsletter R E S T O N 

FEBRUARY—DAY 11 HOURS, NIGHT 13
 2 Sat ⇓MEETING OR ENCOUNTER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

 3 Sun35•II•Lk2010:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Busenserg
10 Sun36•III•Lk2110:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Doyle
16 Sat Food Pantry Leesburg—10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
17 Sun37•IV•Lk2210:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Ellmore

THE TRIODION BEGINS
Leading the Christians to the Great Forty Days,  

to the Holy and Great Week, to Bright Week and Pentecost

24 Sun38•V•Lk23 
GOSPEL: PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE or A MAN WHO NEEDS GOD 
vs. ONE WHO DOESNʼT (Luke 18.9+) 

   10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Geoghegan

MARCH—DAY 12 HOURS, NIGHT 12
 3 Sun39•VI•Lk24 

GOSPEL: PRODIGAL SON or WAYWARD SONS, LOVING FATHER 
(Luke 15.11+)

   10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Hawkins
10 Sun40•VII•Lk25 

GOSPEL: LAST JUDGMENT—BEFORE TIME RUNS OUT REACH 
OUT (Matthew 25.31+) 

   10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Honshul
16 Sat Food Pantry Leesburg—10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
17 Sun41•VIII•Lk26

GOSPEL: FORGIVENESS—LETTING GO (Matthew 6.14+) 
   

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Krisa
18 Mon Begin the Great Forty Days

The Irony of Orthodox Church 
Life in Syria: Bashar Assad 
Meets New Patriarch of Antioch
[by Naharnet Newsdesk]
President Bashar Assad met on 

Monday with newly enthroned Pa-
triarch of Antioch, Yuhanna [John] 
X Yazigi, state news agency SANA 
reported, a day after the leader ap-
pealed for dialogue and peace in war-
torn Syria. “Assad congratulated the 
patriarch for the key rôle played by 
the Orthodox Church in maintaining 
national unity, in the face of the at-
tacks suffered by Syria,” the agency 
added. Assad also congratulated the 
religious leader on his enthronement, 
which took place on Sunday in Da-

mascus despite violence in the capital. 
The embattled president thanked the 
patriarch for the churchʼs “message 
of love… and mercy,” SANA said. 
State television broadcast images of 
Assad and the patriarch talking and 
smiling.

On Sunday, February 10, the patri-
arch voiced hope that “Syria, the gov-
ernment and the people, will find the 
gate of salvation through dialogue and 
a peaceful political solution to avert 
violence and re-establish the stability 
and peace Syria has always known.”

A blast on Monday rocked the Qa-
saa district of Damascus where the pa-
triarch was enthroned, according to the 
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

A Slice of Greek Orthodox 
America to Hear Fr. Taft.

As the announcement from Hel-
lenic College, Brookline, MA, tells 
it, the Sunday Divine Liturgy is at 
the heart of our identity as Orthodox 
Christians. “Indeed, for many this is 
their only contact with the Orthodox 
way. For this reason what takes place 
in liturgy, what is done correctly, and 
what is in the need of renewal, is of 
crucial importance for all of us.” With 
this in mind, as Hellenic College cel-
ebrates the 75th Anniversary of the 
founding of Holy Cross Seminary, an 
international conference addressing 
the state of liturgical life in the Ortho-
dox Church today will be held March 
15–16, 2013. This two-day conference 
entitled, Orthodox Liturgy: Lessons 
from the Past, Contemporary Trends 
and Opportunities, will take place 
on the HCHC campus. An honest 
look at the present state of affairs in 
the Greek American Orthodox situa-
tion will be a special emphasis of the 
conference. The premier expert on 
the subject, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Robert 
F. Taft, will be giving the keynote 
address. Fr. Taft, well known to us 
here in Reston, is professor emeritus 
of the Pontifical Oriental Institute in 
Rome where he taught for 40 years. 
He has written over 800 publications 
on the subject of liturgy and has just 
finished the final volume (Vol. III) of 
his six-volume definitive study of the 
Chrysostom Liturgy which has been 
his lifeʼs work. His address entitled 
“Liturgical Renewal in Orthodoxy: 
Reflections, Cautions, Suggestions,” 
will serve as a rich catalyst and ma-
trix for the issues dealt with at this 
conference. Sister Vassa Larin, who 
teaches sacramental theology at the 
University of Vienna, will also address 
the conclave. “There will be ample 
time for questions, so important in a 
conference dealing with a subject such 
as liturgy, which touches the lives of 
all of us. Indeed, as Fr. Taft himself 
wrote regarding the conference, ʻIf 
you want to have answers, you have 
to ask the questions.  ̓ ”
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Archbishop Tikhon’s Visit.
It had been a while since the local Bishop called at Holy 

Trinity. So when Archbishop Tikhon was elected in Parma, 
Ohio, last November, we sent him a letter, a letter informing 
him that the last time we saw a Bishop was in the Spring 
of 2008. And before that, Christmas 2001. His secretary 
called in response: Archbishop Tikhon would visit Reston 
on the second Sunday in January. And so it came to pass. 

So that he and our community would not meet that 
Sunday morning as complete strangers, Carlos and 
Maureen invited him to dinner that Saturday evening. It 
was a pleasant encounter. The Archbishop was at ease; 
conversation bubbled over. The Archbishop told us he 

has a grandmother in Eastern France who is 106, that 
his language is French, and showed us he can gracefully 
handle the unexpected question. 

On Sunday morning the Archbishop served as priest, he 
followed our text (a few thous and thees slipped in, but no 
matter); and after the Liturgy, Maria Hawkins welcomed 
him with bread and salt; Matthew Matyuf presented him 
with a gift and some mementos of his visit. These included 
a copy of our Confession Book and Father Laurenceʼs 
Book of Psalms with Prayers, together with one of Fr. 
Paulʼs posters, the one marking the work of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius. Before leaving for New York Archbishop 
Tikhon stopped briefly at Fr. Paulʼs. 
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Seventeen Hundred Years
THE EDICT OF MILAN, 313 A.D.

EDITORʼS NOTE: There is a translation into Greek of this 
document in Eusebius, History of the Church, X.5.2–14. 
What follows is a letter of Licinius, Constantine s̓ co-em-
peror at the time, directed to the governors of the eastern 
provinces. The text of the Edict of Milan is lost, but its 
substance is contained in the following letter recorded by 
the Church historian Lactantius (250–325 A.D.), a con-
temporary of and adviser to Constantine (275–337 A.D.), 
and quite possibly his teacher in his college years.

The document embodies, (1) religious toleration for 
everyone—in point of fact, the removal of compulsion in the 
matter of religion—a principle on which Constantine never 
went back. (2) Provisions for the restoration of property of 
which the Christians, either individually or corporately, 
had been deprived during the persecution, with state 
compensation for any who suffered loss by this measure.

When we, Constantine Augustus and Licinius 
Augustus had happily met at Milan, and were 

conferring about all things which concern the advantage 
and security of the state, we thought that amongst other 
things which seemed likely to profit men generally, the 
reverence paid to the Divinity merited our first and 
chief attention. Our purpose is to grant both to the 
Christians and to all others full authority to follow 
whatever worship each man has desired; whereby 
whatsoever Divinity dwells in heaven may be benevolent 
and propitious to us, and to all who are placed under 
our authority. Therefore we thought it salutary and most 
proper to establish our purpose that no man whatever 
should be refused complete toleration, who has given 
up his mind either to the cult of the Christians, or to 
the religion which he personally feels best suited to 
himself; to the end that the supreme Divinity, to whose 
worship we devote ourselves under no compulsion, 
may continue in all things to grant us his wonted favour 
and beneficence. Wherefore your Dignity should 
know that it is our pleasure to abolish all conditions 
whatever which were embodied in former orders 
directed to your office about the Christians, that 
what appeared utterly inauspicious and foreign to 
our Clemency should be done away and that every 
one of those who have a common wish to follow the 
religion of the Christians may from this moment 
freely and unconditionally proceed to observe the 
same without any annoyance or disquiet. These things 
we thought good to signify in the fullest manner to your 
Carefulness, that you might know that we have given 
freely and unreservedly to the said Christians toleration 
to practise their cult. And when you perceive that we 

have granted this favour to the said Christians, your 
Devotion understands that to others also freedom for 
their own worship and cult is likewise left open and 
freely granted, as befits the quiet of our times, that every 
man may have complete toleration in the practice of 
whatever worship he has chosen. This has been done 
by us that no diminution be made from the honour of 
any religion. Moreover in regard to the legal position 
of the Christians we have thought fit to ordain this 
also, that if any appear to have bought, whether from 
our exchequer or from any others, the places at which 
they were used formerly to assemble, concerning which 
definite orders have been given before now, and that by 
a letter issued to your office that the same be restored to 
the Christians, setting aside all delay and doubtfulness, 
without any payment or demand of price. Those also 
who have obtained them by gift shall restore them in 
like manner without delay to the said Christians. And 
those moreover who have bought them, as well as those 
who have obtained them by gift, if they request anything 
of our benevolence, shall apply to the Vicarius, that 
order may be taken for them too by our Clemency. All 
these things must be delivered over at once and without 
delay by your intervention to the corporation of the 
Christians. And since the said Christians are known 
to have possessed, not those places only whereto they 
were used to assemble, but others also belonging to 
their corporation, namely to their churches and not to 
individuals, we comprise them all under the above law, 
so that you will order them to be restored without any 
doubtfulness or dispute to the said Christians, that is 
to their corporation and assemblies; provided always 
as aforesaid, that those who restore them without 
price, as we said, shall expect a compensation from 
our benevolence. In all these things you must give the 
aforesaid Christians your most effective intervention, 
that our command may be fulfilled as soon as may be, 
and that in this matter, as well as others, order may be 
taken by our Clemency for the public quiet. So far we 
will ensure that, as has been already stated, the Divine 
favour toward us which we have already experienced 
in so many affairs shall continue for all time to give 
us prosperity and successes, together with happiness 
for the State. But that the tenor of our gracious ordi-
nance may be brought to the knowledge of all men, it 
will be your duty by a proclamation of your own to 
publish everywhere and bring to the notice of all men 
this present document, that the command of this our 
benevolence may not be hidden. 

—Lactantius, On the Deaths of the Persecutors, 48.2–12 
(Gwatkin, Selections from Early Christian Writers,  

pgs. 171–5. and A.-N. C. L., altered in accordance with the 
text of Brandt and Laubmann in C.S.E.L.)
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Find something 
in the apostle for 
the day.
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Right: Pg. 187 in the 
forthcoming new edi-

tion of our Liturgy Book 
illustrating the iconog-
raphy for the Febraury 
2 feast concluding the 
40-day Feasts of Light, 

called the Meeting or 
Encounter of the Lord 
on our Church calen-

dar, and Purification on 
the Roman Church’s 

calendar. 

We illustrate the ikon for 
this feast because its 

compositonal elements 
are widely misun-

derstood by modern 
painters. For example, 
the ikon we put out on 

February 2, painted 
by Miss Elchaninov-

Struve for St Vladimir 
Seminary’s old chapel 

and reproduced for 
sale in the Bookstore. 

Simply put, she doesn’t 
have a clue.

Even though the February 2 feast was never reckoned 
with the Theophanies or Divine Manifestations and is 
so often caught up in the start of the season-changing-
Triodion, we surmise the sacred liturgist, by calling the 
Gospel event being celebrated Encounter—focusing on 
Lk. 2.25+—was aiming for a tie-in. It is, after all, the 
40th day counting from December 25; a final day, as it 
were, for Ta Phōta, the Feasts of Light—and all this over 
against the Latin-minded who think they are dealing with 

“the Nativity cycle.” When one thinks about it, it is not 
a bad idea to have a feast on which we can speak about 
encountering Christ in the sacramental life of the Church: 
Life from God (December 25), Life with God (January 6), 
encountered in the mysteries or sacraments of the Church 
(February 2), the sacraments, in point of fact, being the 
actions of Christ. [We heard the embattled Bishop of 
Kosovo give such a sermon on February 2 Old Style a few 
years back at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Washington, D.C.]
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Question: Can the Anaphora of St. James 
stand in for the Anaphora of St. Basil?
There was a time when the Anaphora of St. Basil was 

the every Sunday Liturgy. As everyone knows, it is quite 
long. In the 1200 s̓ priests began using the Liturgy we 
have today. Shorter. More to the point. More manageable 
(think priests racing through the lengthy prayers reduc-
ing them to incantations). The St. Basil Liturgy held on 
to the Sundays of the Great Forty Days and great feasts. 
Question is, can the priests of the twenty-first century do 
something about that? And still hold on to something of 
that tradition? From the new edition of our Liturgy Book 
we reproduce the essay on Anaphora from the Glossary: 
Can the Orthodox Speak English? where the question is 
raised only in passing. Here in Reston we have experi-
mented with New Skete s̓ solution; there is an alternate 
solution waiting exposition.—Ed.

ANAPHORA—(Greek anaphorá, Slavonic voznošénije) 
Means oblation and offering, connotes sacrifice, and 
designates the great Eucharistic Prayer of the Eastern 
Church which begins with the priestʼs invitation, Let 
us give thanks to the Lord, and the peopleʼs assent, It is 
fitting and right. 

In those early centuries the Churches in the East com-
posed many ANAPHORAS—at first ex tempore in a spirit of 
“guided freedom,” but very soon lucid structured com-
positions committed to memory, ultimately to be written 
down in the IV and V century. 

Their point of departure is the berakah (ּב��כ�ה), the 
prayer of blessing and thanksgiving the Lord Jesus said 
over the bread and wine at the Mystical Supper. Based 
on structure and content, scholars identify three different 
types: East Syrian or Chaldean, West Syrian or Antiochian, 
and Egyptian (Coptic) or Alexandrian. Among us today 
three ANAPHORAS are in use: ANAPHORA of St. Basil (it has 
first place in ancient manuscripts), ANAPHORA of St. John 
Chrysostom, and ANAPHORA of St. James (Meyendorff). 
All three conform to the Antiochian type. 

The ANAPHORA of St. Basil in our service books is the 
longest of several versions he published in his working 
life (the great Basil was bishop for just over eight years). 
Into the XII century it was the ANAPHORA, polished for 
use on Sundays and feasts. It is the ANAPHORA the Greeks 
brought to Kiev and Novgorod in 988 A.D. Because of its 
length, presbyters in the XII century began turning to the 
ANAPHORA of St. John for every-Sunday service. Chrysos-
tom probably brought this ANAPHORA with him from Antioch 
when he became Bishop of Constantinople in 398 A.D. In 
Syriac it is known as the ANAPHORA of the Holy Apostles. 
The Goldenmouth is therefore not its author, but a likely 
redactor. The third ANAPHORA, the ANAPHORA of St. James 
of Jerusalem, is quite similar in thought and expression to 
the ANAPHORA of St. Basil, only shorter. It survived among 

us on the Island of Zante where the Liturgy of St. James 
was served into modern times on 23 October. (Early in the 
XX century it was revived in Jerusalem itself.) Regarding 
provenance, either the St. Basil ANAPHORA is an expan-
sion of St. James, or more likely, both ANAPHORAS were 
built up by their respective authors from the same ancient 
original (Fenwick). In any case, given the difficulty of 
tailoring and taking in the seamless robe of the St. Basil 
ANAPHORA, given that they say many of the same things 
the same way, the ANAPHORA of St. James—commended 
by its antiquity, precision and beauty—might be used 
more frequently in our communities—namely, on those 
Sundays and feasts the Liturgy of St. Basil has held on 
to for auld lang syne. Fr. Laurence of New Skete was of 
this opinion and it deserves consideration. The ANAPHORA 
of St. Basil is a beautiful read, but it is simply too long; 
peopleʼs attention spans today—despite good intentions 
and real fervor—are simply not up to it. If it was long in 
the XII century—considering the pace of life now—it is 
even longer in the XXIst.

In the Chrysostom ANAPHORA we address the Father; we 
give thanks for his creation and saving plan, for putting 
into our hands “this liturgy” which gives us access to his 
presence beyond time. Mindful of his love in sending 
us his Son, we recount the institution of the Eucharist 
and the Lordʼs command to “do this” in remembrance of 
him. Remembering “all that came to pass for us” we lift 
up—giving a visual to the word anaphorá (literally up 
lift)—the gifts of bread and wine, antitypes or figures of 
the Body and Blood of Christ, asking the Father to send his 
Holy Spirit upon our gifts, making them all the Lord Jesus 
intended them to be in reality and effect. It is important to 
note how this prayer for consecration looks forward to the 
communion of all. The ANAPHORA concludes with prayer 
for “those who have fallen asleep in faith,” and for the 
needs of the Church making her way in the world. 

ANAPHORA catechizes the Church. It tells us what we 
are doing and why.

John McGeehan’s Summary of His  
February 5 Meeting with Loudoun Water

Michael Johnson, Christopher Consultants, Inc. and 
I met with engineers from Loudoun Water yesterday for 
approximately one hour. The purpose of the meeting 
was to obtain its help in obtaining an easement from Mr. 
and Mrs. Lee. They have all of the documents they need 
except for a developerʼs agreement (see #1, below), but 
requested from CCI additional copies of plats showing 
the right-of-way, which they will use in discussions with 
the Lees. To reiterate, the easement in question will be a 
public easement granted by the Lees to Loudoun Water, 
but building the sewer lien is the Parishʼs responsibility.  
They said the following:
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1. They will send to me a developerʼs agreement that 
the Parish must sign. It includes a clause agreeing to 
place in escrow with Loudoun Water a sum, estimated 
to be $20,000, which is to be used for Loudoun Waterʼs 
administrative costs and to “buy” the easement from the 
Lees if an agreement is reached.

2. When they have the signed developerʼs agreement 
and the $20,000, Loudoun Water will contact the Lees.  
Initially, perhaps, by a phone call or letter, saying they 
have been asked to assist in the development of the 
Parishʼs lot by the acquisition of an easement through 
the Mahyars  ̓property (which I said I have the Mehyars  ̓
agreement) and the Lees  ̓property.  They will ask to meet 
with the Lees, answer questions and show the proposed 
easement location.

3. They asked that we authorize a maximum sum that 
the Parish will pay for Loudoun Water to acquire the 
easement. They have the appraisal and the letter offering 
$2,900. Since I had no response, we assume that sum is 
unacceptable. They said the developer across Oak Lane 
paid (I believe) two lot owners for an easement by run-
ning a line from the main line tap to the connect into the 
residences  ̓waste systems. I have no estimate of the cost 
for that from the Lees and it was said this is best done by 
a plumber. I asked CCI to give its estimate. Mike Johnson 
said they do not do that, but he would give the best esti-
mate they could. In addition, the developer paid the lot 
ownerʼs availability/connection fees and they connected 
into the public sewer system. The Loudoun Water web 
site states the amount has variables, but currently is ap-
pears to be $7700. The engineers said “about $8,000” so 
I think this correct. The line would run from the tap to the 
connection into its septic tank. There are other issues (not 
discussed) such as the Sanitation (Health) Departmentʼs 
requirements to close the field and break up the tank. I said 
we will not simply give the Lees $8000 for this fee and 
have them not connect indefinitely and we will not take 
any responsibility (liability) for the waste system inside 
the house or from the tank to the house. The consensus 
between Loudoun Water and Johnson was the costs of 
acquiring the easement would be estimated to be $16,000 
and certainly less than $20,000. I reiterated that the Parish 
has less than $400,000 in its building fund and it cannot 
disproportionately spend money for this easement. 

4. …I also stated that what the developer did on Oak 
Lane was that in a commercial development cost [is] 
absorbed in the price for the houses, whereas the Parish 
cannot recoup that costs in a sales price, if they build the 
church on the property. 

5. I said if this was too costly they will take a run at 
“pump and haul” with the Board… or not developing the 
property now, if the cost of the sewer is too high. I said 
they always can wait until someone else puts in the sewer 

and pay the access fee. We discussed the advantage to the 
Lees for the failing septic fields. We discussed the pos-
sibility of other lots connecting into the public sewer, but 
they said that the other lot owners would bear the costs 
of running the main to their lots and acquiring easements 
and that may be no incentive. 

6. We also discussed the easement to the Mehyars for 
the water line. They said if the Parish does not install the 
hydrant first, the Mehyars (or Lees if that becomes part of 
the deal) will have to pay to install a line to the connection  
to install a hydrant, which is costly. I said we promised 
nothing other than an easement and the costs would be 
borne by the other owners. 

7. As an alternative, Loudoun Water said if they cannot 
acquire from the Lees an easement through negotiations, 
before it will undertake condemnation (eminent domain) 
they would require the availability of the other routes.  I 
stated that they rejected the southern route (pump and 
grind). The western rout would be too costly, so much 
so that the Parish will be pursue that as it is a wasteful 
exercise, and it would meet with too many objections of 
other owners (particularly the destruction of the grove 
of trees) and will require at least 11 easements. Last the 
east rout would require 2 to 4 easements and costs in 
excess of what the water line (trenchless digging) and be 
prohibitively expensive and not pursued. (see comment 
5).  If Loudoun Water were to adhere to a requirement 
that all other routes must be eliminated, I recommend giv-
ing a stab with BOS for pump and haul and failing that, 
abandoning the development of this property. However, 
Michael Johnson [Loudoun Water] left the meeting and 
said he was optimistic that you will get the easement 
without condemnation.

8. Mike Johnson and I also discussed an extension of 
the special exception. He said CCI asked its Vice-president 
for Loudoun projects to comment on that and he will get 
back to me. The Loudoun Water people said they think 
extensions are not granted and the Parish would have 
to begin anew the special exception process. A church 
in the applicable zoning district is permitted by special 
exception, which the church obtained in January 2009.   
Under the Zoning Ordinance, 6-1313  “Unless a longer 
period of viability is specially approved as a part of such 
[initial] application, no special exception *** shall be 
valid for a period longer than five (5) years from the date 
on which the special exception was granted, unless within 
such five (5) year period: (1) a building permit is obtained 
and the erection or alteration of the structure is started 
and diligently pursued and (2) an occupancy permit is 
obtained and a use commenced.  Such period of validity 
may be extended for good cause shown, provided that 
an application is submitted to the Board of Supervisors a 
minimum of thirty (3) calendar days before an expiration 
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date. The special exception ***shall remain valid while 
such extension is being processed. Failure to request 
the extension in a timely manner shall cause the special 
exception *** to expire, without notice, of the expiration 
date.” I was told that the SPEX expires in January 2014 
and I recall that may be because the Parish was given 
more than 5 years in 2005.

9. Mike Johnson and I agree that the removal of con-
ditions other than the pump and haul, if that is pursued, 
should not be pursued. I consider these proffers by the 
Parish (knowingly or not) because they were on your plat 
and it will cause bad blood to ask for their removal. Also, 
for such as the fence, I am sure that was a “gimme” to a 
neighbor who said he did not want to see the cars parked 
within his view. [No. The neighbor to the South did not 
want to see our “ugly” building. He s̓ just across the 
street from the Lutheran parking lot; and closer than he 
would be to ours. And the neighbor to the North said, if 
he gets a fence I want one too (he has since sold).—Ed.] 
The more important conditions are the limitation on the 
use of the facility, although until you can build more than 
a sanctuary, that is moot. I strongly suggest that you do 
everything you can, get the sacristy built and later ask to 
modify those conditions. 

10. I said you may abandon this project. That should be 
evaluated on an on-going basis to have an alternative.  This 
should be done by a development or building committee. 
There is no point in doing all of this and not be able to 
build on this lot. There are land swaps with developers in 

addition to sale.  Bob OʼBrien [said] the highest and best 
use could be a church, because there are few sites available 
for a church.  In my opinion the costs of tapping into the 
sewer will be deducted from F[air]M[arket]V[alue] by 
any developer and that could be the $20,000 I discussed 
above. But I think you must have an alternative.  

11. You must have it made clear if you must use 
EKONA/Kamages, because if you use his plan and not 
use him, you may incur a law suit. 

12. You need updated costs of construction and a plan 
in place to pay for the construction. I know you hope for 
an “angel.” but time is short.

13. You may have a sewer, water but no building or 
permit and construction under way. I think 6-1313 states 
that water and sewer may be insufficient if you do not 
have a building permit and erection started. 

14. As a back-up, when I hear from CCI, I can consider 
applying for an extension for good cause shown, but I 
would not bet the farm on that being granted. Perhaps your 
member who has a connection to a supervisor can approach 
him informally and get his feel for an extension.

15. Basically, I am saying to work simultaneously 
on alternatives, because I am nervous about the short 
time you have. 

John P. McGeehan
McGeehan & Associates, PLC
11211 Waples Mill Road, St. 210
Fairfax, VA 22030
(703)273-5303

Annual Meeting
At our Annual Parish Meeting on Janury 27 we adopted 

a bare-bones budget, and agreed to fund the next step 
in the acquisition of sewer which involves the agency 
of Loudoun Water. Elected to the Parish Council were 
Gregory Honshul, Susan Matyuf, and Marsha Morrow; 
they join David Belinsky, Nick Nobbe, and Linda Smith. 
With the exception of the last day in the Great Forty Days 
(the Friday before Lazarus Saturday), it looks like we 
will be serving the PreSanctified on Thursday evenings 
this year (closer to the middle of the week). St. Lukeʼs 
will also be available to us for Bright Monday, Ascen-
sion eve, and for the Vespers of Pentecost evening and 
our Parish Feast.

Peace-Loving Moslems in Egypt  
teach Orthodox Christians  
how to live within the limits they set.

[Source: Anna Kovaleva, Sedmitsa.Ru, 17.I.2013]
CAIRO. In Egypt a Moslem mob smashed a building 

being constructed by a Coptic Orthodox parish. Coming 
out of the mosque of the village Fanous, 130 km from 
Cairo, hundreds of Moslems with hammers, singing 
Islamic songs, headed for the Coptic parish. The Copts 
were building a 2-storey building—the first floor was to 
be a reception room and the second a kindergarten.

According to the Assyrian International News Agency, 
there was a meeting of Moslem and Christian village 
elders at which it was decided to keep only one floor of 
the building.

The Moslems spread rumors that the Christians were 
building a church, and not a kindergarten. Minarets in 
neighboring villages called on their Moslem brothers to 
destroy “the church.” As a result, the building was razed 
to the ground.Village elders verbally condemned “unjusti-
fied actions of youth” in breach of the agreement. Law 
enforcement officers arrived after the demolition of the 

building. No one was arrested. Police refused to name 
Moslems involved in the riots. In the village the Coptic 
Orthodox are a minority, and fear for their families, which 
often leave, going to work in Cairo.

Destruction of property belonging to Christians hap-
pens regularly in Egypt. As is customary, no one bears 
responsibility for this. 
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A catalyst for talk?
Our first-Friday effort didnʼt work out. Maybe the fol-

lowing could. Suggestions anyone?
Early in his career, Fr. John Meyendorff published a 

book entitled The Orthodox Church which might well 
prove a basis for some discussion on a regular basis. He 
meant it for consumption in France; but it gained a wider 
audience. When Father John writes, the mind-set of the 
Orthodox Eastern Church shines through. And he writes 
with such clarity (in contrast to the ponderous, often 
tortuous, style of Fr. Alexander Schmemann). On top of 
that, he is well read, a thoroughly modern scholar. If this 
idea appeals to you, please let us know. The Orthodox 
Church is available from St. Vladimir Seminary Press, 
www.svspress.org. Weʼd have to decide where? when? 
and how often?

“One in six Americans lives in poverty.”
—ABC News

FOOD PANTRY WISH LIST
Canned items—Peanut butter, Jelly, Juices 
(100% fruit), Vegetables, Canned fruit, Canned 
beans, Tomato products, Stews,Soups. Boxed 
Items—Macaroni and cheese,  Cereal,  Pasta,  
Rice,  Potatoes,  Crackers. Other Items—
Sugar, Powdered milk, Coffee, Tea bags, Dry 
beans. Needs for the Homeless—Pop-top 
canned foods, Individual serve items, Can 
opener. Infant Needs—Diapers (all sizes), Baby 
personal hygiene. Personal Hygiene—Deodor-
ant, Shampoo and conditioner, Bath/hand soap, 
Tissues, Tooth paste, Toothbrush,  Laundry soap, 
Women’s hygiene products, Shaving cream and 
razors. Distribution Center Supplies—Ziploc 
bags (all types), Paper towels, Disposable 
gloves, Disinfectants, Bleach, Window cleaner, 
Antibacterial hand soap, Copy paper (white and 
colors), File folders.
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Thessaloniki declares 2013  
the Year of Saints Cyril and Methodius, 
Enlighteners of the Slavs. 

Source: Sedmitza.Ru THESSALONIKI (16.I.2013).
 The year 2013 in Thessaloniki, Greece, will be devoted 

to Saints Cyril and Methodius, Enlighteners of the Slavic 
nations, reports “Romfeya.” The decision to celebrate the 
memory of the enlighteners of the Slavs in their native city 
was made   in connection with the 1150th anniversary of 
their chief missionary feat, making the first Slavic alpha-
bet in 863. A large international symposium is planned to 
be held in Thessaloniki—probably in the second quarter 
of 2013. Paralleling the Symposium, the Thessaloniki 
Municipality is planning to organize an exhibition about 
the missionary work of the Thessalonican brothers and 
their era. The exhibition is expected to last until 2014; 
not only residents of Greece, but also those of countries 
visited by the missionary brothers, Enlighteners of the 
Slavs: Serbia, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Ukraine 
and Russia will have a chance to become acquainted with 
the exhibit.


