
17 Sat   Food Pantry—Leesburg—10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
  CarlosMariñoFest at McGeehan at 4:00
18 Sun SUNDAY AFTER THE ELEVATION OF THE CROSS: THE NEW YEAR

   9:45 a.m. Common Confession Rite—in conjunction with the 
season.

        ~10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy—
25 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—

Speciasl Parish Meeting to follow.
28 Wed SpecEx 2011–0011 before the Loudoun Board of Supervisors

 2 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—
 9 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—
15 Sat  Food Pantry—Leesburg
  Diocesan Assembly at St. Luke’s Serbian
16 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—
23 Sun St. James, Bishop of Jerusalem, “Brother of the Lord”
  10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—
30 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—

 5 Sat SanktHubertusFest at Hawkins
 6 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—
13 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—
14 Mon Apostle Philip

An important pastoral notion linked  
to the New Year at Constantinople 
was this: it was a time for commu-
nal penitence and renewal. Another 
pastoral plus is the idea of a formal 
beginning for the Church year reading 
from the Gospel according to Luke at 
the Sabbath and Lordsday Liturgies, 
starting, once again, so to speak, from 
the beginning of the public ministry 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Because we all fall short in many 
ways, as St. James says in his epistle, 
it is a good thing for a parish to fol-
low the original idea of beginning the 
church year with penitential prayer, 
driving home to ourselves, despite 
any evidence to the contrary, that 
we are in fact disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ—a people responsible, 
resourceful, and resilient… and an-
swerable. So plan on taking part 
in the common confession rite on 
Sunday, the 18th. Come on time. 
Come in the right frame of mind.

Sometime Wednesday evening, 
September 28, Holy Trinity’s Special 
Exception application will cone before 
Loudoun County supervisors. Our 
representatives have been hard at it. 
All the preliminary work has been 
done. Our main goal, of course, is a 
sewer solution that will allow us, after 
all these years and all the bowing and 
scraping, to get site-plan approval, 
engineer our site, and ultimately 
build the multipurpose building in 
our master plan.



Lk. 13.22 He passed through towns 
and villages, teaching as he went and 
making his way to Jerusalem.  

Lk. 17.11 As he continued his journey 
to Jerusalem, he traveled through 
Samaria and Galilee. 

Lk. 19.1 He came to Jericho and in-
tended to pass through the town.…

Lk. 19.28 After he had said this, 
he proceeded on his journey up to 
Jerusalem. 

Lk. 19.36 As he rode along, the 
people were spreading their cloaks 
on the road;  37 and now as he was 
approaching the slope of the Mount 
of Olives, the whole multitude of his 
disciples began to praise God aloud 
with joy for all the mighty deeds they 
had seen. 

Lk. 4.14 Jesus returned to Galilee in 
the power of the Spirit, and news of 
him spread throughout the whole re-
gion.  15 He taught in their synagogues 
and was praised by all.  16 He came 
to Nazareth, where he had grown up, 
and went according to his custom into 
the synagogue on the sabbath day. He 
stood up to read.…

Lk. 4.28 When the people in the syna-
gogue heard this, they were all filled 
with fury.  29 They rose up, drove him 
out of the town.… 4.31 Jesus then 
went down to Capernaum, a town 
of Galilee. He taught them on the 
sabbath,  32 and they were astonished 
at his teaching because he spoke with 
authority. 

Lk. 9.51 When the days for his being 
taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely 
determined to journey to Jerusalem,  
52 and he sent messengers ahead 
of him. On the way they entered a 
Samaritan village to prepare for his 
reception there,  53 but they would not 
welcome him because the destination 
of his journey was Jerusalem.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE presents the ministry of the Lord Jesus as a 
journey from Nazareth and Capernaum to Jerusalem, the Holy City which is, 
in the words of The Jerusalem Bible, the predestined stage for the drama of 
salvation and whence the evangelization of the world must begin. Reading 
from the Gospel of Luke we follow the Lord on this journey. This gives the 
Church Year its unique shape and dynamics. Working from this ancient start 
the sacred liturgist was able to craft a Church Year of continuous reading from 
the Holy Gospel—Luke, Mark, John (+Acts which is part two of Luke), and 
Matthew—that is in our view sheer genius. Father Schmemann had a dif-
ferent take on the Church Year, but only because he relied on older Russian 
authorities whose resources were not as replete as the modern historian’s. And 
only in the 1980s did the Church of Russia correct herself in the matter of 
beginning to read Luke on time, i.e., the week after the Elevation of the Cross.



We begin this “Year of the Lord’s 
Favor” with the Divine Liturgy back 
to 10:00 a.m.

Daylight Saving Time will end 
Sunday, November 6 (clocks back an 
hour—gain an hour). Thanksgiving is 
the 24th. Christmas falls on a Sunday. 
[2012 is a leap year.] Theophany falls 
on Friday, January 6 (we will marrk 
it on the 8th). The Great Forty Days 
will begin on Monday, February 27. 
The Great and Holy Pasch falls on 
Sunday, April 15 (a week after the 
Western or Latin Pasch on the 8th). 
Ascension Thursday will fall on May 
24. And Pentecost, our parish feast, 
Sunday June 3. 

After undergoing back surgery at 
Reston Hospital on the 7th of Sep-
tember, Nick Nobbe is back home. 
He is ambulatory, but he has to be 
very careful about a number of move-
ments that could discombobulate his 
repair. His recuperation will take some 
time. Visit him on his cell phone: 
703.980.2155.

Marsha Morrow is next for the 
surgeon’s scalpel. It’s out=pattient, 
but because it’s her foot, she will be 
off her feet for a while. 

Maria Hawkins is already thining 
about her next—the 19th—Sank-
tHubertusFest Roast Venison Dinner 
for 20 diner-donors, the beneficiary 
being the building fund of Holy 
Trinity Church.. The date is Satur-
day, November 5. To reserve a place 
at her splendid table, call Maria at 
703.430.2289.

On Saturday, September 17, at 4:00 
p.m., Daria McGeehan is hosting a 
reception for Carlos Mariño now that 
he is back from his 52-day bicycle 
trek—his “dream trip”—across the 
United States, ocean to ocean. You can 
still check out his travelogue on the 
internet: http://carlosmarino.weebly.
com (note: you do not put in www). 
Call Daria at: 703.759.4725

At the invitation of His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
and under the presidency of the same, 
the Heads of the Ancient Patriarch-
ates and of the time-honored Church 
of Cyprus gathered in Synaxis at the 
Phanar on September 1–3, 2011. The 
Synaxis was personally attended by 
Their Beatitudes Patriarch Theodoros 
II of Alexandria and All Africa, Pa-
triarch Theophilos of Jerusalem, and 
Archbishop Chrysostomos of Cyprus. 
Patriarch Ignatius IV of Antioch, who 
was ultimately unable to attend and 
participate in the Synaxis although he 
was the first of all invited Patriarchs 
gladly to accept the invitation, was 
represented by His Grace Bishop Isaac 
of Apameia.

Their Beatitudes and their hierar-
chal entourages, as well as the repre-
sentative of the Patriarch of Antioch 
concelebrated with His All-Holiness 
and the Hierarchs of the Ecumenical 
Throne during the Divine Liturgy held 
on September 1, 2011, in accordance 
with the prevailing tradition order at 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate on the 
occasion of the feast of the Indic-
tion. Moreover, together with the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, they cosigned 
the prepared Act for the beginning of 
the new ecclesiastical year.

In the evening of the same day, the 
opening ceremony for the Synaxis was 
held in the holy Patriarchal Church, 
during which His All-Holiness the 
Ecumenical Patriarch delivered his 
keynote address, while Their beati-
tudes the Heads of Churches and the 
representative of His Beatitude the 
Patriarch of Antioch conveyed greet-
ings and submitted opinions on the 
topics of the Synaxis.

1. The principal topic of delib-
eration at the Synaxis was the study 
of the situation in the Middle East. 

The Synaxis involved exchange of 
information and detailed discussion 
on the subject, after which it issued 
a Message of the Heads of Churches 
to the plenitude of their Churches as 
well as to all people of good will. 
The Message expresses solidarity 
and sympathy for the faithful in that 
troubled region, addressing an appeal 
to politicians and religious leaders 
throughout the world to establish 
principles and binding policies for the 
peaceful coexistence of the adherents 
of various religions in this sensitive 
geographical region.

2. With regard to the above issue, 
the Synaxis decided that:

a) The Ancient Patriarchates and 
the Church of Cyprus should support 
and assist more effectively the current 
inter-Christian and inter-religious 
dialogues with the other two mono-
theistic religions, which are chaired 
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in ac-
cordance with the relevant decisions 
of the 3rd Preconciliar Panorthodox 
Consultation (1986).

b) The representatives of the Or-
thodox Churches in the Middle East 
should communicate with the Office of 
the Orthodox Church at the European 
Union whenever problems arise in the 
region that require resolution in order 
to secure the appropriate solutions and 
assume necessary measures.

c) They should: 
i. Erect a hospital on private prop-

erty of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 
within its canonical geographical 
jurisdiction, for the care and benefit 
of the sick in that troubled region;

ii. They should arrange for an an-
nual scholarship to be provided by 
each Church for young people, faith-
ful of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 
to pursue graduate and post-graduate 
studies at institutions within their 
jurisdictions;

iii. And contribute, in cooperation 
with the Patriarchate of Alexandria, to 
the struggle against infectious diseases 
(such as HIV/AIDS) and epidemic 
illnesses in many countries of the 



   (By Observer Staff Report. Published:
   Tuesday, September 6, 2011)

As part of University efforts to ex-
pand its renowned Medieval Institute, 
Notre Dame established an endowed 
chair in Byzantine Theology this fall,  
according to a Friday press release.

The position will focus on the theol-
ogy of the Medieval Greek speaking 
Church and is named in honor of 
Archbishop Demetrios Trakatellis, 
primate of the Greek Orthodox Church 
of America.

 The new professorship will include 
teaching and research on the Eastern 
Roman Empire, the release stated.

University President Fr. John 
Jenkins said the professor selected 
to fill the position will continue to 
develop the Medieval Institute and 
its strengths.

“The new chair in Byzantine The-
ology will complement the mission 
of our Medieval Institute and, more 
broadly, the University’s acknowl-
edged strengths in patristic and west-
ern medieval theology,” Jenkins said. 
“We are pleased to honor Archbishop 
Demetrios with the naming of this 
chair, as we are extremely thankful 
for his integral role in strengthening 
relations between Roman Catholics 
and Orthodox Christians around the 
world.”

The chair holder will be a member 
of both the Department of Theology 
and the Medieval Institute, the release 
stated. The Department of Theology 
includes more than 50 full-time fac-
ulty members.

Demetrios said he was “humbled 
and deeply grateful” to be the chair’s 
namesake. “The University’s decision 
[to put the chair in my name] consti-
tutes a great honor for me,” Demetrios 

African continent.
3. In the context of its deliberations, 

the Synaxis also discussed the subject 
of the Holy and Great Council, decid-
ing that it should hasten its preparation 
in order to permit its convocation in 
the foreseeable future. The Synaxis re-
gretfully ascertained that the impasse 
created last February in the process 
of the long-prepared convening of 
this Council is due to provisions 
in the Regulations Governing the 
Panorthodox Preconciliar Consulta-
tions regarding unanimous decisions. 
Therefore, the Synaxis submitted 
a proposal to His All-Holiness the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, that he should 
convene a Synaxis of Their Beatitudes 
the Patriarchs and Presidents of the 
Orthodox Autocephalous Churches 
in order to review these provisions, 
thereby promptly advancing and 
fulfilling the preparation of the Great 
Council.

4. The Synaxis adopted the pro-
posal of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
that an encounter of religious lead-
ers in the near future should be held 
in the region of the Mediterranean, 
during which a form of ecological 
“Mediterranean Charter” could be 
issued and declared as a contribution 
to the effort for the protection of the 
natural environment, but also to the 
peaceful coexistence and cooperation 
of religions in the region.

5. Furthermore, as a result of recent 
events within the Orthodox Church, 
the Synaxis underlined the need for 
all Orthodox Churches to respect 
and adhere strictly to the geographi-
cal boundaries of their respective 
jurisdictions, as these have been 
established by the Sacred Canons and 
their Founding Constitutions.

Finally, Their Beatitudes the Heads 
of the Churches and His Grace, the 
representative of the Patriarchate of 
Antioch, expressed their gratitude 
to the Ecumenical Patriarch for the 
invitation extended to them to visit 
the Sacred Center of Orthodoxy and 
deliberate in common on matters 

concerning their Churches during 
this critical time, and decided that 
they should meet more regularly on 
matters pertaining to the Orthodox 
Church.

 At the Phanar, September 3, 2011.

said. “I pray that this gracious gesture 
by your prominent university will 
serve as another meaningful step in 
promoting understanding, respect 
and enrichment, thereby enabling 
our churches to more fully respond to 
God’s call for Christian unity.”

The creation of the chair contrib-
utes to the goals of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities (NEH) 
Challenge Grant issued to Notre Dame 
in 2007, according to the release. The 
NEH grant totaled $800,000, and was 
contingent upon the University rais-
ing additional funds to develop its 
Byzantine studies program.

Grants from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation and the Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation, each $800,000, brought 
Notre Dame closer to its $3.2 million 
goal. The funds will contribute to 
library collections, graduate fellow-
ships, professorships and educational 
programs.

[Editor’s Note: For more than 30 
years Fr. Robert Taft was also on the 
faculty at Notre Dame. It was at Notre 
Dame that Professor Paul Meyendorff 
earned his PhD. The Catholic Univer-
sity of America here in Washington, 
G.C., is also trying to establish itself as 
a center for “Byzantine” Studies.]
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